
Kutztown University
ENG 316 Rhetoric, Democracy, Advocacy

Spring 2010

Professor: Dr. Kevin Mahoney
Office: LY 237
Phone: 3-4337
Hours: Tuesday & Thursday: 1:20pm – 3:00pm

Wednesday: 1:00 – 3:00
& by appointment

Email: mahoney@kutztown.edu
Class Blog: http://eng316.wordpress.com/

Course Description

The connection between rhetoric and democracy is an old one dating back to the origins of both concepts in 
Western traditions. Simply put rhetoric—the skilled use of argument and persuasive discourse—and democracy 
were ways to replace violence as the primary means of governing and resolving conflict. This course argues that 
the intimate connections between rhetoric and democracy are critical to retain and reclaim for the health of 
democratic society and culture today. American democracy has been defined not only by its institutions and 
Constitutional frameworks, but also by vibrant traditions of citizenship advocacy that have relentlessly stretched 
the boundaries of democratic freedoms, identities, and protections. A healthy democracy requires citizen 
advocates who are skilled in the analysis of public discourse and the rhetoric of advocacy. This course will be a 
sustained study of the theory and practice of advocacy rhetoric, primarily in the American context. In addition, 
this course will raise practical questions about what citizenship advocacy means in a context of increasing 
globalization and new media.

Despite historical connections between the rise of democracy and the rise of rhetoric in Western traditions, rarely 
do we study rhetoric as a “citizen discipline.” While it is common to find courses training students in the “expert 
rhetorics” of corporations (public relations) and political campaigns, there is a general lack of courses that focus 
on the role of citizen advocacy as integral to the health of democratic cultures. As one of the missions of higher 
education is to train critical citizens capable of meeting the challenges and responsibilities of an ever changing 
world, this course seeks to make such training an explicit part of the English department’s curriculum.
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Course Objectives

Upon completion of the course the student will be able to:

• Explain historical and contemporary relationship between 
rhetoric and democracy

• Distinguish between “expert rhetorics” and “advocacy 
rhetorics”

• Evaluate the effectiveness of particular advocacy 
campaigns

• Compare competing understandings of democratic 
participation and the implications for the relationship 
between rhetor and audience

• Design a research project
• Apply concepts and principles of advocacy rhetoric to specific cases

Required Textbooks and Supplies:
• Activism and Rhetoric: Theories and Contexts for Political Engagement, Ed. Seth Kahn and 

JongHwa Lee
• Occupy!: Scenes from Occupied America, Taylor, et al. 
• Official Tea Party Handbook, Gullett
• Rules for Radicals, Saul Alinski
• Rhetoric for Radicals: A Handbook for 21st Century Activists, Jason Del Gandio
• Taking on the System: Rules for Change in a Digital Era, Moulitsas Zúniga
• Tools for Radical Democracy: How to Organize for Power in Your Community, Minieri and Getsos
• We Are Wisconsin: The Wisconsin Uprising in the Words of the Activists, Writers, and Everday  

Wisconsinites Who Made it Happen, Sangrans

Major Writing Assignments and Grading:
You will receive detailed assignment sheets for each paper.  

Snapshot #1: [due: 9/18] 15%
Snapshot #2: [due: 10/11] 15%
Snapshot #3: [due: 11/8] 15%
Final Research Project: [due: 12/7] 30%

• Project Abstract: [due: 11/20] 5%
• Project Presentation: [12/4 – 12/14] 5%

Blog Postings [ongoing] 15%
Participation                                                                                                                          +/-  

100%
Note on Grading:

I will grade you on the plus/minus system.  

• All formal papers for this class will submitted through D2L. Preferably, you should upload your 
papers in MS Word or Open Office format. If you cannot upload a paper in either of those formats, 
you should upload your papers as text files. I can also read PDF files without a problem, however 
my ability to comment on your paper will be more limited. All papers (with the exception of blog 
postings—see below) should be double-spaced, stapled (not paper-clipped or folded), and follow 
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MLA style guidelines for in-text citation and Works Cited unless otherwise noted.  
• For each paper you hand in you should include the following information in your header: 

o your name
o the assignment name/paper number (e.g. Paper #1)
o the date you are handing in the paper
o a title
o course name and section number
o my name

• Save all your work!  I can’t stress this point enough.

Late Papers and Email Copies:
• To receive full-credit you must hand in your papers by 11:59 pm on the due date.  For each day your 

paper is late, you will be graded down by a third of a letter grade.  In other words, an “A” becomes 
an “A-;” an “A-” becomes a “B+,” and so on.  If you do not hand in a paper, you will receive a zero 
(0) for that assignment.

• Emailing papers.  If you have problems posting your paper to D2L, then you can email me your 
paper/project. However, you should show up to my office or the next class with a digital copy of 
your paper so we can figure out the problem and load it. DO NOT copy your paper in the body of an 
email message.  Make sure your name is on your paper and you “sign” your email.  Never send an 
email copy of your paper without a short message telling me what you are sending.  Papers received 
by 11:59pm on the due date will not be marked late.

o The only purpose of emailing me the paper is to avoid any additional late penalties.  I 
will not read your paper until you upload it to D2L.

General Guidelines for Blog Postings:
• You will be posting to the blog frequently throughout the semester, especially when you are working on 

your research project (see course calendar). 
• To receive full-credit for your blog writing, your posts should be thoughtful, engaged, and significant. 

Just a few sentences here and there will not be considered significant.  This does not mean that every 
time you post to the blog you have to write three or four paragraphs.  But you should plan to respond 
thoughtfully to each of the blog assignments, which are listed on the syllabus.  

• While posting to the blog is more informal, you should still adhere to some general guidelines.  I will 
hand out the article, “Weblog Ethics,” (there is also a link to the article on our class blog).  “Weblog 
Ethics” will introduce some of the issues you will need to consider in your postings.  Consider “Weblog 
Ethics” to be a baseline for ethical posting.  We will, however, complicate and extend our notions of 
ethical writing over the course of the semester. 

• When possible, you should post to the blog at least a day before class.  
• Blatantly offensive, vulgar, or harassing language will not be permitted.  I will delete any such postings 

and you will be given a zero (0) for that week.  Persistent harassment will be treated as a violation of the 
Student Code of Conduct (see your student handbook, The Key) and dealt with accordingly.

• The same guidelines for plagiarism hold for blog postings.

Class Policies:
• It is crucial that you attend every class to do well.  Unlike a lecture class, this course depends on active 

discussion and in-class work.  In addition, I will frequently give short assignments in class that are not 
listed on the syllabus.  If you need to be absent, it is your responsibility to find out what happened in 
class from another student.  

• If you are not in class when I hand out paper assignments you will need to go to the course website to 
download a copy of the assignment or come to my office to pick up a hard copy of the assignment.  I 
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WILL NOT carry extra copies of assignment sheets around with me.  To download assignment sheets, 
go to the course website at http://faculty.kutztown.edu/mahoney/Courses/ENG023.htm.

• If you are not in class when I hand back your papers, you must pick up your paper in my office, 237 
Lytle Hall.  

• You should be prepared for each class.  This includes completing all the reading and writing 
assignments due on that day.  Reading is NOT optional.  Active reading entails taking notes on the 
reading, reflecting on the reading, and coming to class prepared to have something to say about what 
you have read.  If I notice that people are coming to class without reading, I will begin giving quizzes at 
the beginning of each class. 

• Turn off or set to silent all cell phones prior to class.  
• Respect your classmates.

Special needs:

Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately 
to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible. Contact Disability Resources and Services at 610-683-4108 
or in Stratton Administration Center 215 to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with 
documented disabilities.

Special Note on Plagiarism and Academic Dishonesty:
Plagiarism will not be tolerated in this class.  Plagiarizing one of your papers or a significant portion of one of your 
papers will result in failure of the course.  I will also notify the University of the violation.  Please review the 
University’s Academic Dishonesty policy at the following web address: http://www.kutztown.edu/admin/conduct/. 

Academic Dishonesty is defined in the student handbook, The Key, as follows:

Definitions of Academic Dishonesty

Academic dishonesty involves any attempt to obtain academic credit or influence the grading process by means 
unauthorized by the course instructor. Academic dishonesty includes, but is not limited to the following situations and 
examples. 

1. Providing or receiving unauthorized assistance in course work and lab work, or unauthorized assistance during 
examinations or quizzes.

2. Using unauthorized notes, materials, and devices during examinations or quizzes.
3. Plagiarizing the work of others and presenting it as one’s own without properly acknowledging the source or 

sources. At its worst extreme, plagiarism is exact copying, but it is also the inclusion of a paraphrased version of 
the opinions and work of others without giving credit. It is not limited to written materials. It includes the wrongful 
appropriation in whole or in part of someone else’s literary, artistic, musical, mechanical, or computer-based work. 

4. Presenting material to fulfill course requirements that was researched or prepared by others (such as commercial 
services) without the knowledge of the instructor. 

5. Falsifying or inventing data to be presented as part of an academic endeavor. 
6. Gaining unauthorized access to another person’s or the University’s computer system. Violations include tampering 

with or copying programs or data or access codes associated with coursework. 
7. Possessing or arranging for someone else to possess course examination or quiz materials at any time without the 

consent of the instructor. 
8. Altering or adding answers on exercises, exams, or quizzes after the work has been graded. 
9. Making fraudulent statements, excuses, or claims to gain academic credit or influence testing or grading. 
10. Taking examinations or quizzes for someone else or arranging to have someone take examinations or quizzes in 

place of the person registered for the course. 

Visit Disability Resources and Services office on-line at: http://www.kutztown.edu/admin/humandiversity/disabilityservices/
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Course Calendar (Tu, Th)

Week 1 Readings and Assignments

Tue 8/28 Introductions:
Today we’ll get a chance to see who’s who, why you’re here, and what 
we’re going to be doing over the course of the semester.  We’ll also talk 
about the class blog and how to get logged on. 

I also hope to set the tone for the class.  I want to lay out some preliminary 
concepts and approaches to the study of rhetoric and democracy.  Glad 
you’re all here!

Class:
Selections from videos

Reading: 
• Hauser - “Rhetorical Democracy and Civic Engagement” (eReserve)

Thur 8/30 Assignment:
Get acquainted with the blog.  On the class blog you will see my welcome 
message.  I want to introduce yourself to the rest of the class by adding 
your own post to the blog.  If you run into problems, don’t worry.  We’ll 
take care of any tech problems in class.  In the meantime, you can post a 
“comment” to my post.  

Reading:
• Fontana - “Rhetoric and the Roots of Democratic Politics” (eReserve)
• Hauser - “The Public Voice of Vernacular Rhetoric” (eReserve)

Week 2

Mon 9/3 Happy Labor Day!

Tue 9/4 NO CLASS – FOLLOW MONDAY SCHEDULE

• Make sure to finish any reading from last week that you were not able to 
complete 

Thur 9/6 Some considerations of psychology, rhetoric, and audience

Reading: 
• Lakoff, “Framing 101: How to Take Back Public Discourse” (eReserve)
• Levine, “People Divided Versus Corporatocracy in Control” (eReserve)
• Levine, “Are the People Broken?” (eReserve)
• Luntz, “Ten Rules of Effective Language” (eReserve)
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Week 3

Tue 9/11 Rhetoric, Advocacy, and Rhetorical Contexts

Reading:
• Angus, “What is Democratic Debate?” (eReserve)
• Angus, “Democracy Has Always Been a Radical Idea” (eReserve)
• Riedner and Mahoney, “Introduction” to Democracies to Come (eReserve)
• Bowers, “Rhetoric, Agitation, and Control and Social Change” (eReserve)

Thur 9/13 Wading into the fray of rhetorical action

Reading:
• Bowers, “Rhetoric and Strategies of Agitation” (eReserve)
• Boykoff, “Framing Dissent: Mass Media Coverage of the Global Justice 

Movement” (eReserve)
• Clark and Van Slyke, “Assemble the Progressive Choir” (eReserve)

Week 4

Tue 9/18 Snapshot #1 Due

Today you will read selections from your text and we will reflect upon what the 
texts we have read thus far suggest about that the relationships among rhetoric, 
democracy, and advocacy. We will also discuss questions of rhetorical context and 
situation. 

We will also begin talking about your individual research project for the class today. 
We will use some current issues around the 2012 election to workshop rhetorical 
approaches to research.

Thur 9/20 Handbooks of Another Sort: Rhetorics for Advocacy I

Reading:
• Del Gandio, Rhetoric for Radicals, ix-36

Week 5

Tue 9/25 Handbooks of Another Sort: Rhetorics for Advocacy II

Reading:
• Del Gandio, Rhetoric for Radicals, 37-97

Thur 9/27 Handbooks of Another Sort: Rhetorics for Advocacy III

Reading:
• Del Gandio, Rhetoric for Radicals, 98-178
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Week 6

Tue 10/2 Handbooks of Another Sort: Rhetorics for Advocacy IV

Reading:
• Del Gandio, Rhetoric for Radicals, 179-212

Thur 10/4 Handbooks of Another Sort: Rhetorics for Advocacy V

Reading:
• Alinsky, Rules for Radicals, 1-97

Week 7

Tue 10/9 Handbooks of Another Sort: Rhetorics for Advocacy VI

Reading:
• Alinsky, Rules for Radicals, finish book

Thur 10/11 Snapshot #2 Due: Thinking through the Rules of Engagement

Today you be reading selections from your texts. We will focus our discussion on 
the kind of “rules” for advocacy argued for by Alinsky and Del Gandio. Where do 
we see overlaps? Are there any major differences? 

Week 8

Tue 10/16 Handbooks of Another Sort: Focus on Tactics I

Reading:
• Gullett, Official Tea Party Handbook, 11-57 (whole book)

Thur 10/18 Handbooks of Another Sort: Focus on Tactics II

Reading:
• Minieri and Getsos, Tools for Radical Democracy, xiii-34

Week 9

Tue 10/23 Handbooks of Another Sort: Focus on Tactics III

Reading: 
• Minieri and Getsos, Tools for Radical Democracy, 35-124

Thur 10/25 Handbooks of Another Sort: Focus on Tactics IV

Reading:
• Minieri and Getsos, Tools for Radical Democracy, 125-321
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Week 10

Tue 10/30 Handbooks of Another Sort: Focus on Tactics V

Reading:
• Moulitsas Zúniga, Taking on the System, 7-105

Thur 11/1 Handbooks of Another Sort: Academic Activism? I

Reading:
• Selections from Activism and Rhetoric, Kahn and Lee, eds.

• Cloud, “The Only Conceivable Thing To Do: Reflections on 
Academics and Activism,” 11-24

• Kahn, “(Re)Politicizing the Writing Process: An Exhortation and a 
Cautionary Tale,” 91-99

• Edley and Lozano-Reich, “Democracy and the Academy: 
Ethnographic Articulations and Interventions for Social Change,” 
125-136

Week 11

Tue 11/6 ELECTION DAY!!!!

Handbooks of Another Sort: Academic Activism? I

Reading:
• Selections from Activism and Rhetoric, Kahn and Lee, eds.

• Braun, “Against Decorous Civility: Acting as if You Live in a 
Democracy,” 137-146

• Mahoney, “You Can't Get There from Here: Higher Education, 
Labor Activism, and Challenges to Neoliberal Globalization,” 
147-158

• Pason, “Reclaiming Activism for Students,” 190-197

Thur 11/8 Snapshot #3 Due: Tactics for Rhetorical Action

Week 12

Tue 11/13 Words from the Ground: First-Hand Accounts from Wisconsin and Occupy I

Reading:
• Selections from Sagrans, We Are Wisconsin: The Wisconsin Uprising in the  

Words of Activists, Writers, and Everyday Wisconsinites Who Made It  
Happen

• You will choose sections from We Are Wisconsin that will best 
inform your own research. Consider the sections and chapters in 
this book as pieces of advice and artifacts from people who took 
place in these struggles. 
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Thur 11/15 Words from the Ground: First-Hand Accounts from Wisconsin and Occupy II

Reading:
• Selections from Taylor, et.al., Occupy!: Scenes from Occupied America

• You will choose sections from Occupy! that will best inform your 
own research. Consider the sections and chapters in this book as 
pieces of advice and artifacts from people who took place in these 
struggles. 

Week 13

Tue 11/20 Semester Project Reports: Abstract and Sample Due

Today you will present an overview of your semester project, including some of 
your preliminary work. Be prepared to read/present a portion of what you have been 
working on. 

Thur 11/22 NO CLASS – THANKSGIVING BREAK!

Week 14

Tue 11/27 Semester Project Workshop and conferences

Thur 11/29 Semester Project Workshop and conferences

Week 15

Tue 12/4 Semester Project Presentations

Thur 12/6 Semester Project Presentations

Fri 12/7 Semester Project Due 

Week 16

FINALS WEEK Semester Project Presentations on class finals time.
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